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MANAGEMENT’S RESPONSIBILITY FOR FINANCIAL REPORTING
The accompanying financial statements of Leith Wheeler U.S. Small/Mid-Cap Equity Fund (the
“Fund”) have been prepared by the Manager, Leith Wheeler Investment Counsel Ltd. The Manager is
responsible for the preparation and presentation of the Fund’s financial statements and the
development of internal controls over the financial reporting process.
The Board of Directors of the Manager is responsible for reviewing and approving the financial
statements and for overseeing the Manager’s performance of its financial reporting responsibilities.
The Board of Directors has approved the accompanying financial statements of the Fund.
KPMG LLP, the external auditors of the Fund, were appointed by the Manager. As explained in their
auditors’ report, KPMG LLP have audited the financial statements in accordance with Canadian
generally accepted auditing standards to enable them to express to the unitholders their opinion on
the financial statements.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
To the Unitholders of the Leith Wheeler U.S. Small/Mid-Cap Equity Fund
Opinion
We have audited the financial statements of the Leith Wheeler U.S. Small/Mid-Cap Equity
Fund (the “Fund”), which comprise:

 the statements of financial position as at December 31, 2019 and December 31, 2018
 the statements of comprehensive income for the years then ended
 the statements of changes in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units for
the years then ended

 the statements of cash flows for the years then ended
 and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting
policies
(Hereinafter referred to as the “financial statements”).
In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects,
the financial position of the Fund as at December 31, 2019 and December 31, 2018, and its
financial performance and its cash flows for the years then ended in accordance with
International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS).
Basis for Opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing
standards. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the
“Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements” section of our
auditors’ report.
We are independent of the Fund in accordance with the ethical requirements that are
relevant to our audit of the financial statements in Canada and we have fulfilled our other
ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide
a basis for our opinion.

KPMG LLP is a Canadian limited liability partnership and a member firm of the KPMG network of independent
member firms affiliated with KPMG International Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity.
KPMG Canada provides services to KPMG LLP.
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Other Information
The Manager is responsible for the other information. Other information comprises:


the Annual Management Report of Fund Performance filed with the relevant Canadian
Securities Commissions

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not
and will not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.
In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the
other information identified above and, in doing so, consider whether the other information
is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the
audit and remain alert for indications that the other information appears to be materially
misstated.
We obtained the information included in the Annual Management Report of Fund
Performance filed with the relevant Canadian Securities Commissions as at the date of this
auditors’ report. If, based on the work we have performed on this other information, we
conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to
report that fact in the auditors’ report.
We have nothing to report in this regard.
Responsibilities of the Manager and Those Charged with Governance for the
Financial Statements
The Manager is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial
statements in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS), and for
such internal control as the Manager determines is necessary to enable the preparation of
financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the financial statements, the Manager is responsible for assessing the Fund’s
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing as applicable, matters related to going
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the Manager either intends
to liquidate the Fund or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.
Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Fund’s financial
reporting process.
Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements
as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue
an auditors’ report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit
conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always
detect a material misstatement when it exists.
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Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in
the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of
users taken on the basis of the financial statements.
As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we
exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.
We also:



Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements,
whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those
risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for
our opinion.
The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for
one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.



Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Fund’s internal control.



Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the Manager.



Conclude on the appropriateness of the Manager’s use of the going concern basis of
accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty
exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Fund’s
ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists,
we are required to draw attention in our auditors’ report to the related disclosures in the
financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our
conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditors’
report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Fund to cease to continue
as a going concern.



Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements,
including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying
transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.



Communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the
planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any
significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit.

Chartered Professional Accountants
Vancouver, Canada
April 15, 2020

LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Statement of Financial Position
(Expressed in thousands of dollars except for per unit amounts)
December 31, 2019 and 2018
Note

2019

2018

Assets
Cash

$

Interest and dividends receivable
Investments

847

$

22

3

23

10,093

5,169

10,943

5,214

3

3

1

2

4

5

Liabilities
Management fees payable

1

Redemptions payable

Net assets, attributable to holders of redeemable units
Represented by:
Series A
Series B
Series F

Net assets, attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit:
Series A
Series B
Series F

$

10,939

$

5,209

$

9,767
693
479

$

4,329
462
418

$

10,939

$

5,209

$

13.84
13.81
13.93

$

11.27
11.24
11.32

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

Approved on behalf of the Board of Directors of
Leith Wheeler Investment Counsel Ltd.,
in its capacity as Manager.

“James F. Gilliland”

“Jonathon D. Palfrey”

Director

1

Director

LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Statement of Comprehensive Income
(Expressed in thousands of dollars except for per unit amounts)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018
Note
Revenue:
Interest income
Dividend income
Changes in fair value of investments:
Net realized gain (loss)
Net change in unrealized appreciation (depreciation)

2019

$

Total revenue (loss)
Expenses:
Management fees
Withholding taxes
Filing fees
Commissions and transaction costs
Audit fees
GST/HST
Custodial fees
Independent review committee fees

1
2

Total operating expenses
Expenses waived or absorbed by Manager
Net operating expenses
Increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to holders of
redeemable units from operations excluding distributions

Increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to holders of
redeemable units:
Series A
Series B
Series F

Increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to holders of
redeemable units per unit (excluding distributions):
Series A
Series B
Series F

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

2

$

77
169

64
1,163

(24)
(267)

1,335

(45)

12
16
8
6
10
2
5
2

11
10
8
4
9
2
3
1

61

48

(26)

(22)

35

26

1,300

Distributions to holders of redeemable units:
From net investment income
From net realized gains on investments

Increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to holders of
redeemable units

108

2018

(71)

(159)
-

(169)
-

(159)

(169)

$

1,141

$

(240)

$

935
109
97

$

(197)
(23)
(20)

$

1,141

$

(240)

$

2.62
2.60
2.77

$

(0.14)
(0.35)
(0.24)

LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Statement of Changes in Net Assets Attributable to Holders of Redeemable Units
(Expressed in thousands of dollars)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018
Series A

2019

Balance, beginning of year

$

Increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to
holders of redeemable units
Redeemable unit transactions:
Issue of redeemable units
Reinvestment of distributions
Redemption of redeemable units
Net increase (decrease) from redeemable
unit transactions

4,329

2018
$

935

(197)

4,703
149
(349)

912
150
(54)

4,503

Balance, end of year

$

Series B

9,767

1,008
$

2019

Balance, beginning of year

$

3,518

462

4,329

2018
$

360

Increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to
holders of redeemable units

109

(23)

Redeemable unit transactions:
Issue of redeemable units
Reinvestment of distributions
Redemption of redeemable units

163
5
(46)

157
10
(42)

122

125

Net increase (decrease) from redeemable
unit transactions
Balance, end of year

$

Series F

693

$

2019

Balance, beginning of year

$

Increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to
holders of redeemable units
Redeemable unit transactions:
Issue of redeemable units
Reinvestment of distributions
Redemption of redeemable units
Net increase (decrease) from redeemable
unit transactions
Balance, end of year

$

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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418

462

2018
$

607

97

(20)

293
4
(333)

98
9
(276)

(36)

(169)

479

$

418

LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Statement of Cash Flows
(Expressed in thousands of dollars)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018
2019

2018

Cash provided by (used in):
Operating activities:
Increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to
holders of redeemable units
Adjustments for:
Net realized (gain) loss from investments
Net change in unrealized (appreciation)
depreciation from investments
Interest income
Dividend income
Redemptions payable
Proceeds from sale of investments
Purchases of investments
Interest received
Dividends received

$

1,141

$

(64)

Financing activities:
Proceeds from issue of redeemable units
Reinvestment of distributions
Payments on redemption of redeemable units

Net increase (decrease) in cash
Cash, beginning of year
Cash, end of year

$

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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(240)
24

(1,163)
(108)
(1)
2,633
(6,330)
25
103

267
(77)
(169)
2
4,783
(5,991)
64
168

(3,764)

(1,169)

5,159
158
(728)

1,167
169
(372)

4,589

964

825

(205)

22

227

847

$

22

LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Schedule of Investment Portfolio
(Expressed in thousands of dollars)
December 31, 2019
Number of
holdings

Security

Fair
value

Cost

% of Net
assets

CANADIAN EQUITY
Materials:
Winpak Ltd

$

345

$

345
TOTAL CANADIAN EQUITY

361
361

3.3
3.3

$

345

$

361

$

381
377
349

$

366
451
515

U.S. EQUITY
Communication Services:
Cinemark Holdings Inc
Cogent Communications Holdings Inc
Live Nation Entertainment Inc

8,320
5,275
5,552

Consumer Discretionary:
CarMax Inc
Frontdoor Inc
Hilton Grand Vacations Inc
Mohawk Industries Inc
TRI Pointe Group Inc
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts Inc

4,500
1,780
6,895
1,760
14,925
5,740

Financials:
Globe Life Inc
Jefferies Financial Group Inc
Starwood Property Trust Inc

3,219
14,310
17,258

Industrials:
Air Lease Corp
ASGN Inc
Carlisle Cos Inc
Middleby Corp
MSC Industrial Direct Co Inc
Tetra Tech Inc

5,747
4,693
2,932
2,105
3,812
4,062

Information Technology:
Keysight Technologies Inc
MKS Instruments Inc

4,223
520

Real Estate:
Lamar Advertising Co
STORE Capital Corp

2,830
8,900
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1,107

1,332

459
93
316
317
271
415

512
110
308
312
302
468

1,871

2,012

371
385
525

440
397
557

1,281

1,394

314
373
490
312
419
330

355
433
616
299
389
454

2,238

2,546

365
67

563
74

432

637

294
344

329
430

638

759

12.2

18.4

12.7

23.4

5.8

6.9

LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Schedule of Investment Portfolio (continued)
(Expressed in thousands of dollars)
December 31, 2019
Number of
holdings

Security

Fair
value

Cost

% of Net
assets

U.S. EQUITY (CONTINUED)
Utilities:
Brookfield Infrastructure Partners LP

$

295

$

295

366
366

3.3

TOTAL U.S. EQUITY

$

7,862

$

9,046

82.7

MONEY MARKET SECURITIES

$

686

$

686

6.3

$ 10,093

92.3

846

7.7

$ 10,939

100.0

TRANSACTION COSTS

(5)

TOTAL INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO

$

OTHER ASSETS LESS LIABILITIES
NET ASSETS

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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8,888

LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Notes to Financial Statements - Fund Specific Information
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars or units)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018

The Fund Specific Information for the Leith Wheeler U.S. Small/Mid-Cap Equity Fund (the “Fund”) contained
herein should be read in conjunction with the “Notes to Financial Statements - General Information related to all
Leith Wheeler Investment Funds” beginning after the “Notes to Financial Statements - Fund Specific
Information”.
1.

Management fees and expenses:
Management fees in respect of Series B are calculated at a maximum of 1.25% per annum, before
GST/HST, of the daily Net Asset Value of Series B. Management fees in respect of Series F are calculated
at a maximum of 0.95% per annum, before GST/HST, of the daily Net Asset Value of Series F. Management
fee distributions for the year ended December 31, 2019 were nil (2018 - nil). No management fees were paid
with respect to Series A units.

2.

Withholding tax and other income taxes:
Certain dividends and interest income received by the Fund are subject to withholding tax imposed in the
country of origin. During the year, withholding tax rates were between 0% and 35% (2018 - between 0% and
35%).
The Fund has capital losses of approximately nil (2018 - $23,000) available for utilization against capital
gains in future years. The Fund has non-capital losses of nil (2018 - nil) available for utilization against net
realized capital gains or non-capital gains in future years.

3.

Redeemable units:
The redeemable unit transactions for the Fund during the years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018 are as
follows:

Series A:
2019
2018
Series B:
2019
2018
Series F:
2019
2018

Outstanding
units at
beginning of year

Issued
during
the year

Issued on
reinvestment
of distributions

384
299

341
76

11
13

(30)
(4)

706
384

41
31

12
13

1

(3)
(4)

50
41

37
51

23
8

1

(26)
(23)

34
37

7

Redeemed
during
the year

Outstanding
units at
end of year

LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Notes to Financial Statements - Fund Specific Information
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars or units)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018

4.

Financial risk management:
The investment objective of the Fund is to provide superior long-term investment returns by investing
primarily in a broad range of small and mid-capitalization U.S. companies. The Fund may also invest in
convertible securities of U.S. issuers or equivalent equity securities. The Fund is not exposed to significant
credit or interest rate risks.
For a comprehensive discussion of the risks applicable to the Fund refer to note 6 under the “General
Information related to all Leith Wheeler Investment Funds”. Financial risks applicable to the Fund are
discussed in more detail below.
(a) Liquidity risk:
The Fund’s redeemable units are due on demand. The Fund’s remaining liabilities are due within twelve
months of the year-end of the Fund.
(b) Market risk:
(i)

Currency risk:
At the reporting date, the carrying value of the Fund’s net financial assets and financial liabilities
held in individual foreign currencies expressed in Canadian dollars and as a percentage of its net
assets were as follows:
Currency exposure
December 31,
December 31,
2019
2018
USD

$

10,571

$

4,973

Percentage of net assets
December 31,
December 31,
2019
2018
96.6%

95.5%

As at December 31, 2019 and 2018, had the Canadian dollar strengthened or weakened by 1% in
relation to all foreign currencies, with all other factors remaining constant, net assets attributable to
redeemable units would have increased or decreased by approximately $106,000 and $50,000,
respectively. In practice, actual results may differ from this sensitivity analysis and the difference
could be material.
(ii) Other price risk:
For this Fund, the most significant exposure to other price risk arises from its investment in equity
instruments. As at December 31, 2019 and 2018, had the relevant benchmark/broad-based indices
increased or decreased by 5%, with all other variables held constant, the net assets attributable to
holders of redeemable units would have increased or decreased by approximately $471,000 and
$224,000, respectively. In practice, actual results may differ from this sensitivity analysis and these
differences could be material.
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LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Notes to Financial Statements - Fund Specific Information
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars or units)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018

5.

Fair value of financial instruments:
For a general discussion of the Fund’s fair value measurements, refer to note 7 under the “General
Information related to all Leith Wheeler Investment Funds”.
(a) Fair value hierarchy - financial instruments measured at fair value:
The table below analyses financial instruments measured at fair value at the reporting date by the level
in the fair value hierarchy into which the fair value measurement is categorized. The amounts are based
on the values recognized in the statement of financial position.
All fair value measurements below are recurring.
December 31, 2019
Equities - Long
Short term notes

Level 1

Level 3

Total

$

9,407
-

$

686

$

-

$

9,407
686

$

9,407

$

686

$

-

$

10,093

December 31, 2018
Equities - Long
Short term notes

Level 2

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Total

$

4,411
-

$

66
692

$

-

$

4,477
692

$

4,411

$

758

$

-

$

5,169

During the year, there were no transfers of financial instruments between the three levels (2018 - nil).
6.

Related party transactions:
At December 31, 2019, the Leith Wheeler Balanced Fund owned 629,874 (2018 - 299,717) Series A units of
the Fund, which is a fund under common management. This holding represents approximately 79.7% (2018
- 64.9%) of this Fund.
During the year, the Fund paid approximately $77,000 in dividend income (2018 - $119,000), $4,000 in other
income (2018 - $8,000) and $47,000 in capital gains (2018 - nil) to this unitholder.
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LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Notes to Financial Statements - General Information Related to All Leith Wheeler Investment Funds
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018

1.

Reporting entity:
The Leith Wheeler Investment Funds (individually, a “Fund” and collectively, the “Funds”) consist of:
Fund

Inception

Leith Wheeler Balanced Fund
Leith Wheeler Canadian Dividend Fund
Leith Wheeler Canadian Equity Fund
Leith Wheeler Carbon Constrained Canadian Equity Fund
Leith Wheeler Core Bond Fund
Leith Wheeler Corporate Advantage Fund
Leith Wheeler Emerging Markets Equity Fund
Leith Wheeler High Yield Bond Fund
Leith Wheeler Income Advantage Fund
Leith Wheeler International Equity Plus Fund
Leith Wheeler Money Market Fund
Leith Wheeler Multi Credit Fund
Leith Wheeler Preferred Share Fund
Leith Wheeler Short Term Income Fund
Leith Wheeler U.S. Dividend Fund
Leith Wheeler U.S. Equity Fund
Leith Wheeler U.S. Small/Mid-Cap Equity Fund

September 22, 1987
December 21, 2010
April 27, 1994
September 27, 2017
April 27, 1994
May 29, 2015
May 19, 2017
May 27, 2015
December 21, 2010
October 31, 2007
April 27, 1994
May 30, 2017
May 22, 2018
December 15, 2016
September 26, 2016
April 27, 1994
October 27, 2016

The Funds were established under the laws of British Columbia pursuant to various trust indentures
between Leith Wheeler Investment Counsel Ltd., as manager (the “Manager”), and Canada Trust Company,
as trustee. The Funds’ current trustee is CIBC Mellon Trust Company and the Funds’ custodian is CIBC
Mellon.
The trust indentures for all the above Funds allow for an unlimited number of series and an unlimited
number of units of each series. Currently authorized series of units are as follows: Series A and Series A
(CAD Hedged), Series B and Series B (CAD Hedged), Series F and Series F (CAD Hedged), Series FP1
and Series I1.
Series A and Series A (CAD Hedged) units have no management fees. Unitholders of Series A and Series A
(CAD Hedged) units pay a negotiated fee directly to the Manager and are available to investors that satisfy
certain criteria related to the nature of the investors and certain other matters as established by the
Manager. Series B and Series B (CAD Hedged) units carry management fees and are available to all
investors. Series F, Series F (CAD Hedged), Series FP1 and Series I1 units carry reduced management
fees and are available to investors who have accounts with dealers who have signed a fee-based
agreement with the Manager.
The Leith Wheeler High Yield Bond Fund has Series A, Series A (CAD Hedged), Series B and Series B
(CAD Hedged) and Series F and Series F (CAD Hedged) units outstanding. The Leith Wheeler U.S.
Dividend Fund has Series A, Series B, Series F and Series FP1 units outstanding. The Leith Wheeler Short
Term Income Fund has Series A, Series B, Series F and Series I1 units outstanding. The Leith Wheeler
Balanced Fund, Leith Wheeler Canadian Dividend Fund, Leith Wheeler Carbon Constrained Canadian
Equity Fund, Leith Wheeler Corporate Advantage Fund, Leith Wheeler Emerging Markets Equity Fund, Leith
Wheeler Income Advantage Fund, Leith Wheeler International Equity Plus Fund, Leith Wheeler Multi Credit
Fund, Leith Wheeler Preferred Share Fund, Leith Wheeler U.S. Equity Fund and Leith Wheeler U.S.
Small/Mid-Cap Equity Fund have Series A, Series B and Series F units outstanding. All other remaining
Funds have Series A and Series B units outstanding.
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LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Notes to Financial Statements - General Information Related to All Leith Wheeler Investment Funds
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018

1.

Reporting entity (continued):
The information provided in these financial statements and notes thereto is for the years ended
December 31, 2019 and 2018. In the year a Fund or series is established, “period” represents the time
period from inception to December 31 of that fiscal year
The general information related to all Funds presented here should be read in conjunction with each
respective Fund’s “Notes to Financial Statements - Fund Specific Information”.
The Funds are unit trusts domiciled in Canada. The address of the Funds’ registered office is at 1500 - 400
Burrard Street, Vancouver B.C., V6C 3A6.

2.

Basis of preparation:
(a) Statement of compliance:
The financial statements of the Funds have been prepared in compliance with International Financial
Reporting Standards (“IFRS”) as issued by the International Accounting Standards Board (“IASB”). The
financial statements were authorized for issue by the Manager on April 15, 2020.
(b) Basis of measurement:
The financial statements have been prepared on a historical cost basis except for investments and
derivatives, which are measured at fair value.
(c) Functional and presentation currency:
The Funds’, with the exception of the Leith Wheeler U.S. Dividend Fund, have their subscriptions,
redemptions, price and performance denominated in Canadian dollars, which is their functional and
presentation currency. The Leith Wheeler U.S. Dividend Fund has its subscriptions, redemptions, price
and performance denominated in U.S. dollars, which is the functional and presentation currency of that
respective Fund.
(d) Use of estimates and judgment:
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with IFRS requires the Manager to make
judgments, estimates and assumptions that affect the application of accounting policies and the
reported amounts of assets, liabilities, income and expenses. Actual results may differ from these
estimates.
Estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to estimates are
recognized in the period in which the estimates are revised and in any future period affected.
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LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Notes to Financial Statements - General Information Related to All Leith Wheeler Investment Funds
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018

3.

Significant accounting policies:
The accounting policies set out below have been applied consistently to all periods presented in these
financial statements.
(a) Financial instruments:
(i)

Recognition and measurement:
Financial instruments are required to be classified into one of the following categories: amortized
cost, fair value through other comprehensive income (“FVOCI”) or fair value through profit or loss
(“FVTPL”). All financial instruments are measured at fair value on initial recognition. Measurement
in subsequent periods depends on the classification of the financial instrument. Transaction costs
are included in the initial carrying amount of financial instruments except for financial instruments
classified as FVTPL in which case transaction costs are expensed as incurred.
Financial assets and financial liabilities are recognized initially on the trade date, which is the date
on which the Fund becomes a party to the contractual provisions of the instrument. The Fund
derecognizes a financial liability when its contractual obligations are discharged, cancelled or
expire.
Financial assets and liabilities are offset and the net amount presented in the statement of financial
position only when the Fund has a legal right to offset the amounts and intends either to settle on a
net basis or to realize the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.
A financial asset is measured at amortized cost if it meets both of the following conditions:


it is held within a business model whose objective is to hold assets to collect contractual cash
flows; and



its contractual terms give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely payments of
principal interest on the principal amount outstanding.

A financial asset is measured at FVOCI if it meets both of the following conditions:


it is held within a business model whose objective is to hold assets to collect contractual cash
flows and selling financial assets; and



its contractual terms give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely payments of
principal interest on the principal amount outstanding

All financial assets not classified as measured at amortized cost or FVOCI as described above are
measured at FVTPL. On initial recognition the Fund may irrevocably elect to measure financial
assets that otherwise meets the requirements to be measured at amortized cost or at FVOCI as at
FVTPL when doing so results in more relevant information.
Financial assets are not reclassified subsequent to their initial recognition, unless the Fund
changes its business model for managing financial assets, in which case all affected financial
assets are reclassified on the first day of the first reporting period following the change in the
business model.
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LEITH WHEELER U.S. SMALL/MID-CAP EQUITY FUND
Notes to Financial Statements - General Information Related to All Leith Wheeler Investment Funds
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars)
Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018

3.

Significant accounting policies (continued):
(a) Financial instruments (continued):
(i)

Recognition and measurement (continued):
The Fund has not classified any of its financial assets as FVOCI.
A financial liability is generally measured at amortized cost, with exceptions that may allow for
classification as FVTPL. These exceptions include financial liabilities that are mandatorily
measured at fair value through profit or loss, such as derivatives liabilities, The Fund may also, at
initial recognition, irrevocably designate a financial liability as measured at FVTPL when doing so
results in more relevant information.

(ii) Fair value through profit and loss:
Financial instruments classified as FVTPL are subsequently measured at fair value at each
reporting period with changes in fair value recognized in the statements of comprehensive income
in the period in which they occur. The Fund’s derivative financial assets and derivative financial
liabilities and investments in securities and investments sold short are classified as FVTPL.
Fair value is the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to transfer a liability in an
orderly transaction between market participants at the measurement date. The fair value of
financial assets and liabilities traded in active markets (such as publicly traded derivatives and
marketable securities) are based on quoted market prices at the close of trading on the reporting
date. The Fund uses the last traded market price for both financial assets and financial liabilities
where the last traded price falls within that day’s bid-ask spread. In circumstances where the last
traded price is not within the bid-ask spread, the Manager determines the point within the bid-ask
spread that is most representative of fair value based on the specific facts and circumstances. The
Fund’s policy is to recognize transfers into and out of the fair value hierarchy levels as of the date
of the event or change in circumstances giving rise to the transfer.
The fair value of financial assets and liabilities that are not traded in an active market, including
non-publicly traded derivative instruments, is determined using valuation techniques. Valuation
techniques also include the use of comparable recent arm’s length transactions, reference to other
instruments that are substantially the same, discounted cash flow analysis, and others commonly
used by market participants and which make the maximum use of observable inputs. Should the
value of the financial asset or liability, in the opinion of the Manager, be inaccurate, unreliable or
not readily available, the fair value is estimated on the basis of the most recently reported
information of a similar financial asset or liability.
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Notes to Financial Statements - General Information Related to All Leith Wheeler Investment Funds
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3.

Significant accounting policies (continued):
(a) Financial instruments (continued):
(iii) Amortized cost:
Financial assets and liabilities classified as amortized cost are recognized initially at fair value plus
any directly attributable transaction costs. Subsequent measurement is at amortized cost using the
effective interest method, less any impairment losses. The Fund classifies cash, dividends
receivable, interest receivable, subscriptions receivable, balances due from brokers, daily variation
margins, other receivables, bank indebtedness, management fees payable, performance fees
payable, redemptions payable, balances due to brokers and other accrued liabilities as amortized
cost.
(b) Redeemable units:
The Funds classify financial instruments issued as financial liabilities or equity instruments in
accordance with the substance of the contractual terms of the instruments. The redeemable units are
designated as financial liabilities at FVTPL because they are managed and their performance evaluated
on a fair value basis. The redeemable units provide investors with the right to require redemption,
subject to available liquidity, for cash at a unit price based on the Funds’ valuation policies at each
redemption date. Distributions to holders of redeemable units are recognized in comprehensive income
when they are authorized and no longer at the discretion of the Manager.
(c) Increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit (excluding
distributions):
The increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit (excluding
distributions) is calculated by dividing the increase (decrease) in net assets attributable to holders of
redeemable units, prior to the deduction of distributions recognized in comprehensive income, by the
weighted average number of units outstanding during the period.
(d) Foreign exchange:
The financial statements of the Funds are denominated in Canadian dollars, with the exception of the
Leith Wheeler U.S. Dividend Fund, which is denominated in U.S. dollars. Foreign denominated
investments and other foreign denominated assets and liabilities are translated into functional currency
using the exchange rates prevailing on each valuation date. Purchases and sales of investments, as
well as income and expense transactions denominated in foreign currencies, are translated using
exchange rates prevailing on the date of the transaction. Foreign currency gains and losses are
recognized in the statement of comprehensive income.
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3.

Significant accounting policies (continued):
(e) Income recognition:
Interest income is recognized on an accrual basis. Dividend income is recognized on the date that the
right to receive payment is established, which for quoted equity securities is usually the ex-dividend
date. Income and capital gains distributions from pooled fund investments are recorded at the
distribution date and maintain the same classification. Portfolio transactions are recorded on the trade
date.

Realized

gains

and

losses

arising

from

the

sale

of

investments

and

unrealized

appreciation/depreciation in investments are determined on the average cost basis of the respective
investments.
(f)

Income taxes:
The Funds qualify as unit trusts under the Income Tax Act (Canada). All of the Funds’ net income for
tax purposes and net capital gains realized in any year are required to be distributed to unitholders such
that no income tax is payable by the Funds. As a result, the Funds do not record income taxes.
Net capital losses are available to be carried forward indefinitely and applied against future net realized
capital gains. Non-capital losses may be carried forward up to 20 years to reduce future taxable income.

(g) New standards and interpretations not yet adopted:
The Manager has determined there are no material implications to the Funds’ financial statements
arising from IFRS issued but not yet effective.
4.

Related party transactions:
(a) Management fees:
The Manager is paid a management fee by the Funds, calculated daily and paid quarterly, as
compensation for its services. No management fees are paid by the Funds with respect to Series A and
Series A (CAD Hedged) units. Series A and Series A (CAD Hedged) unitholders pay a negotiated fee
directly to the Manager outside of the Fund for investment management services.
(b) Operating expenses:
The Manager is also entitled to reimbursement of reasonable operating expenses incurred on behalf of
the Fund in connection with charges made for registry and transfer agency services, dividend and
distribution crediting services, services required in connection with the provision of information and
reports to unitholders and holding unitholders’ meetings, interest expense, accounting, audit,
recordkeeping and legal fees, and custodian and safekeeping charges. The Funds pay brokerage
commissions, transaction costs and taxes.
The Manager has at times absorbed certain expenses incurred on behalf of the Funds, in which case
such amounts are shown as a deduction from expenses in the respective Fund’s statement of
comprehensive income. The Manager is under no legal obligation to continue these arrangements, and
may terminate them at any time.
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5.

Capital management:
The redeemable units issued by the Funds represent the capital of the Funds. The Funds are not subject to
any internally or externally imposed restrictions on its capital. The Funds’ objectives in managing the
redeemable units are to ensure a stable base to maximize returns to all investors and to manage liquidity
risk arising from redemptions.

6.

Financial risk management:
The following is a general discussion of the financial risks to which the Funds are exposed. Refer to the
discussion on financial risk management (note 4) in the Fund Specific Information following each Fund’s
financial statements for information specific to the respective Fund.
Risk management framework:
The Funds use financial instruments in order to achieve their respective investment objectives. The Funds’
investments are presented in each Fund’s respective schedule of investment portfolio, which groups
securities by asset type, geographic region and/or market segment.
The use of financial instruments subjects the Funds to a variety of financial instrument risks. The Funds’ risk
management practices include setting investment policies to limit exposures to financial instrument risks and
employing experienced and professional investment advisors to invest the Funds’ capital in securities within
the constraints of investment policies. The Manager regularly monitors the Funds’ performance and
compliance with the investment policies.
The significant financial instrument risks, to which the Funds are exposed, along with the specific risk
management practices related to those risks, are discussed below.
(a) Credit risk:
Credit risk is the risk that a counterparty to a financial instrument will fail to discharge an obligation or
commitment that it has entered into with the Fund, resulting in a financial loss to the Fund. It arises
principally from debt securities held, derivative financial assets, cash, and other receivables due to the
Fund. The carrying value of these financial instruments as recorded in the statements of financial
position reflects the Fund’s maximum exposure to credit risk.
The risk management strategy for the Funds is to invest primarily in debt obligations of high credit
quality issuers and to limit the amount of credit exposure with respect to any one corporate issuer.
Credit risk is mitigated by investing primarily in rated instruments. The Funds receive daily rating
updates, which are reviewed accordingly. Credit risk is monitored on a daily basis by the Manager in
accordance with the Funds’ investment policies. If the credit risk is not in accordance with the
investment policy or guidelines of the Fund, then the Manager is obliged to rebalance the portfolio as
soon as practicable.
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6.

Financial risk management (continued):
(a) Credit risk (continued):
The Funds’ activities may give rise to settlement risk. Settlement risk is the risk of loss due to the failure
of an entity to honor its obligations to deliver cash, securities, or other assets as contractually agreed.
For the majority of transactions, the Funds mitigate this risk by conducting settlements through a broker
to ensure that a trade is settled only when both parties have fulfilled their contractual settlement
obligations.
(b) Liquidity risk:
Liquidity risk is the risk that the Funds will encounter difficulty in meeting the obligations associated with
their financial liabilities that are settled by delivering cash or another financial asset.
The Funds’ policy and the Manager’s approach to managing liquidity is to ensure, as far as possible,
that it will always have sufficient liquidity to meet its liabilities when due, including estimated
redemptions of units, without incurring unacceptable losses or risking damage to the Funds’ reputation.
The Funds’ prospectus provides for the daily cash redemptions of redeemable units and the Funds are
therefore exposed to the liquidity risk of meeting unitholder redemptions at any time.
Liquidity risk is managed by investing the majority of a Funds’ assets in investments that are traded in
an active market and can be readily disposed. In addition, the Funds retain sufficient cash positions to
maintain liquidity. The Funds are also subject to the requirements of Nl 81-102, where each respective
Fund shall not purchase an illiquid asset if, immediately after the purchase, more than 10 percent of the
net assets of that particular Fund, taken at market value at the time of purchase, would consist of illiquid
assets.
(c) Market risk:
Market risk is the risk that changes in market prices, such as interest rates, foreign exchange rates and
equity prices will affect the Funds’ income or the fair value of their holdings of financial instruments.
The Funds’ market risk is managed on a daily basis by the Manager in accordance with the policies and
procedures in place.
(i)

Interest rate risk:
Interest rate risk is the risk that the fair value or future cash flows of interest-bearing financial
instruments will fluctuate as a result of changes in market interest rates. In general, as interest
rates rise, the fair value of interest bearing financial instruments will fall. Financial instruments with
a longer term to maturity will generally have a higher interest rate risk.
Interest rate risk management practices include setting target durations based on the appropriate
benchmark indices and monitoring the Funds’ durations relative to the benchmarks. If interest rates
are anticipated to rise, the Funds’ durations can be shortened to limit potential losses. Conversely,
if interest rates are anticipated to fall, the durations can be lengthened to increase potential gains.
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6.

Financial risk management (continued):
(c) Market risk (continued):
(ii) Currency risk:
Currency risk is the risk that the value of investments denominated in currencies, other than the
functional currency of a Fund, will fluctuate due to changes in foreign exchange rates. Equities in
foreign markets are exposed to currency risk as the prices denominated in foreign currencies are
converted to a Fund’s functional currency in determining fair value.
Currency risk may be moderated by the Manager through the use of foreign currency contacts to
hedge foreign currency exposures.
(iii) Other price risk:
Other price risk is the risk that the fair value of financial instruments will fluctuate as a result of
changes in market prices (other than those arising from interest rate risk or currency risk), whether
caused by factors specific to an individual investment or its issuer, or factors affecting all
instruments traded in the market.
Other price risk is moderated by the Manager through a careful selection of securities within
specified limits and the Funds’ price risk is managed through diversification of the respective Fund.
The Manager monitors the Funds’ overall market positions on a daily basis and positions are
maintained within established ranges.

7.

Fair value of financial instruments:
(a) Valuation models:
The Funds measure fair values using the following fair value hierarchy that reflects the significance of
the inputs used in making the measurements.
Level 1:
Level 2:

inputs that are quoted market prices (unadjusted) in active markets for identical instruments.
inputs other than quoted prices included within Level 1 that are observable either directly
(i.e., as prices) or indirectly (i.e., derived from prices).

Level 3:

inputs that are unobservable.

The fair values of financial assets and financial liabilities that are traded in active markets are based on
quoted market prices or dealer price quotations. Observable prices and model inputs are usually
available in the market for listed debt and equity securities, and exchange-traded derivatives, such as
futures. The availability of observable market prices and model inputs reduces the need for
management judgment and estimation and reduces the uncertainty associated with the determination of
fair values. Where observable market prices and model inputs are not available, the Funds determine
fair values using other valuation techniques. The objective of valuation techniques is to arrive at a fair
value measurement that reflects the price that would be received to sell the asset or paid to transfer the
liability in an orderly transaction between market participants at the measurement date.
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7.

Fair value of financial instruments (continued):
(a) Valuation models (continued):
The Funds’ equity and futures positions are classified as Level 1 when the security is actively traded
and a reliable quoted market price is observable.
Investments in securities of another investment fund are classified as Level 1 when the investment fund
is actively traded and a reliable price is observable.
Bonds and other debt securities are valued based on a matrix pricing process using multiple dealer
quotations or alternative pricing sources supported by observable inputs and are classified within
Level 2.
Forward foreign currency contracts are valued using present value techniques and market observable
input data and accordingly are classified as Level 2.
Short-term investments and money market securities are classified as Level 2 as these instruments are
valued at amortized cost, which approximates their fair value.
The Funds’ net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units are classified as Level 2 since the
carrying amount approximates fair value as the units are measured at the redemption amount.
Refer to the fair value of financial instruments (note 5) in the Fund Specific Information following each
Fund’s respective financial statements for further discussion of the respective Fund’s fair value
measurements.
(b) Financial instruments not measured at fair value:
The carrying value of cash, subscriptions receivable, amounts due from brokers, interest and dividends
receivable, redemptions payable, amounts due to or from brokers, management fees payable, due to
Manager, accounts payable, and distributions payable, approximates their fair value given their shortterm nature. These financial instruments are classified as Level 2 in the fair value hierarchy because
while prices are available, there is no active market for these instruments.

8.

Subsequent events:
After December 31, 2019, the world was impacted by the emergence and rapid spread of the coronavirus
disease 2019 (“COVID-19”). As a result, there has been significant volatility in equity prices, interest rates,
bond yields, and foreign exchange rates, which have impacted the market value of the net assets of the
Fund(s). The effect of COVID-19 remains an emerging and rapidly evolving issue, leading to a high degree
of volatility and uncertainty that will likely impact worldwide financial markets throughout much of 2020.
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